
 

 

 

BUTLER COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION 

ADVISORY COMMISSION 

September 16th, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 Lisa Campbell, Rotary AM 

Denton Zeronas, Slippery Rock Borough 
 Dustin Drew, Moraine, and McConnell’s Mills 
 Brian Perry, Adams Township 
 Jennifer Rottman, Eau Claire 
 Virgil Cousins, Karns City 

Perry Latimer, Experience Butler County 
Tom Knights, Butler Township 

 Lance Welliver, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Director 
 Ashley Helmstaedter, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Assistant Director 
 Braden MacBeth, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Program Manager 
 Colleen Rhodes, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Administrative Assistant 
   
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 12:03pm. There was a quorum present. President of the Park Advisory 
Board, Lisa Campbell, conducted the meeting by asking if anyone would motion for the approval of the 
August 19th, 2025, meeting minutes. Motion by Dustin Drew, second By Brian Perry. Motion carried. 
 
 
REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Jennifer Rottman – Ms. Rottman reported that summer baseball and softball has come to an end, with fall 
ball just ramping up.  Ms. Rottman stated that Eau Claire’s Community Day was a success, having a good 
turnout, a car cruise, and fireworks.  Ms. Rottman reported that Eau Clair’s town cleanup day is coming up, 
teaming with Hunter Truck Sales. This will take place in October. 
 
Perry Latimer – Ms. Latimer reported that Hockey tournament season has begun, with 50-60 teams 
participating in a tournament over Labor Day Weekend. She reported USHL check in tomorrow, 9/17/25, with 
150 teams expected to participate over the weekend.  Ms. Latimer reported on an upcoming Sports 
Relationship Conference to draw teams to the state.   
 
Tom Knights – Mr. Knights reported that construction at Pullman Park is progressing, with the townships 3 
fields expected to be turfed by the end of October. Mr. Knights reported that Butler School District’s Cross 
Country Team is now using Preston Park for their home meets, using a 3.1-mile trail. Mr. Knights on work that 
has been done at the park, from dam repair to a trail rebuild. 
 
Brian Perry - Mr. Perry reported the Adams Township splashpad has closed after a successful season. He 
stated that the pad had a staff of seven individuals, six of which were returners from previous years. Next year 
they are looking to add concession or potentially food trucks.   
Mr. Perry reported the Car Cruise to benefit a Mars first grader suffering a brain tumor was a huge success, 
raising approximately $7,000.00.  
Mr. Perry reported Adams Township’s next large event will be their annual Halloween Parade, which is set to 
run from the municipal building to the Township Pavilion and is expected to attract 100-150 people.  This 
parade will take place on Saturday, October 11th.  
Mr. Perry discussed potential ideas for America 250 events to celebrate the nation’s 250th birthday. 
 



 

 

Open Discussion about America 250. 
 
Denton Zeronas – Mr. Zeronas reported Slippery Rock is getting ready for the borough’s 6th Annual Oktober 
Fest, with approximately 25 vendors and live music.   
Mr. Zeronas stated soccer season is underway hosting 6u, 8u, and 10u teams, with the majority of the 
participants falling into the 6u category.   
Mr. Zeronas reported a new program to Slippery Rock: Retro Game Night. This game night will include old 
school gaming consuls (Such as Play Station 1), and a projector.  
Mr. Zeronas reported that on October 19th, Slippery Rock will hold an adult only Capture the Flag event. He 
stated the majority of the local programs are geared towards kids; this would be a way to get the adults 
involved in something fun.  Mr. Zeronas has hopes that this will become an annual event. 
 
Dustin Drew – Mr. Drew reported that many of Moraine’s projects are currently on hold due to State 
Budgeting issues, making it difficult to make progress. Mr. Drew reported that McConnell’s Mill’s Heritage 
Festival, sponsored by the Portersville and Prospect Rotary on September 27th and 28th is expected to be well 
attended. Mr. Drew reported on Pain in Moraine, the 24-hour race took place on September 12th – 13th, 
runners ran continuously for 24 hours. Mr. Drew stated this event went off without a hitch. 
Mr. Drew reported the state rolled out a new system for activity agreements with a new fee structure and a 
90-day review period.  This allows for more consistency across the state. 
Mr. Drew reported that hunting regulation in Pennsylvania State Parks have changed. Hunting in state parks is 
now no longer allowed on Sundays, with the exception of a few specific days a year. All other game 
commission regulations still apply. 
 
Virgil Cousins – Mr. Cousins had nothing to report. 
 
Lisa Campbell- Ms. Campbell reported that the A.M. rotary remains active in the community as well as the 
parks.  
Ms. Campbell announced that the Rotary will be welcoming guests from Kosovo and will be taking them to 
locations such as Alameda Park, Diamond Park, the Jeep statue on Main Street, Butler.  
 
 
THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR –  
 
Mr. Welliver reported that at Penn Township’s Parks and Recreation Board Meating, Mr. Welliver provided 
them a connection to a disc golf player to further advise them on possible improvements at Harcrest Park. 
Penn Township recently approved the plan to remove the existing disc golf course and install a new course 
designed and installed by players. 
Mr. Welliver reported that Alameda’s maintenance staff is installing four benches around the new ADA 
walking loop. One is a memorial bench for Aiden Lutz. 
Mr. Welliver reported that he is working with East Butler Borough and HRG to get a plan in place for their 
sports complex. This will assist with applying for future grand funding opportunities.  
Mr. Welliver reported on grants around the county. He reported that a bid was awarded at Father Marinaro 
Park and work is scheduled to begin by mid-September. Emily Brittain is updating the drawings for their ADA 
parking. Alameda Park’s restroom project is underway, concrete needs to be completed in the restrooms by 
the Carousel Shelter for this project to be completed. This is expected to be finished by the end of the year. 
Diamond Park reported having a meeting with HRG, Redcon, and Butler County Facilities and Operations 
regarding Diamond Park project to get the documents started to move forward. 
Mr. Welliver reported Forward Township’s Ash Stop Park in Evans City is working on the final design 
documents for review and approval. They plan to bid the project out in the beginning of 2026. 
Mr. Welliver reported Jefferson Township’s Sebco Pool project is going out to bid for a second time, as the 
first bid came in much higher than anticipated. They have hopes for a completed project by May of 2026. 
Mr. Welliver reported that Harmony needs to update drawings for the new ADA parking space. 
Mr. Welliver reported that Marion Township’s playground grant is in the process of closing out.  



 

 

Mr. Welliver encouraged all who received Local Park Renovation Grants to complete their project by 
November of 2025. All paperwork must be submitted for reimbursement.  
Mr. Welliver Reported that Pennsylvania American Water sent a technician out to Alameda Park to check the 
water meters at the Lion’s Shelter and the park maintenance area. Everything passed inspection. 
Mr. Welliver Reported on a fight that broke out between dog owners at Jade’s Dog Park. Police were called to 
the park on August 24th, 2025. One owner said they got between the two dogs who were fighting. The owner 
was reported to pay for damages. 
 
 
 
 
Braden MacBeth- Mr. MacBeth gave his program report. 
Mr. MacBeth reported that Alameda Waterpark’s annual Poolside Pups was a success, welcoming 63 dogs. It 
was enjoyed by canines and owners alike. 
Mr. MacBeth reported that Mars Scuba instruction courses have come to an end. Many participants were 
certified over the summer. 
Mr. MacBeth reported that Night Disc Golf has end for the season. The final event hosted 73 players. Other 
sports are just getting started for the season. Flag Football began on Sunday, September 14th. 6 teams are 
registered, and games will be taking place at the multi-use field at Alameda Park. Soccer Shots, also at 
Alameda Park, is just getting started as well. 
Mr. MacBeth reported that this year the park will be hosting a pumpkin carving contest. Participants can 
register online and submit their pictures of their pumpkin carvings now until October 31st. Top prize is a 2026 
membership to Alameda Waterpark. 
Mr. MacBeth reported the park’s Community Trunk Sale will take place on Saturday, September 20th and is 
sold out to vendors.   
Mr. MacBeth reported that there will be a PICL (Pennsylvania Interscholastic Cycling League) conference at 
Alameda Park on September 20th. This will be the first conference of its kind in our area. 
Mr. MacBeth reported on future events, such as Monster Mile, Sensory Stroll, Haunted Trail, Candy Cane 
Cruise, and North Pole Floats. 
 
 
CAPITAL ITEMS 
 
Mr. Welliver reported that Jaycee Shelter is under construction. The old structure has been torn down; crews 
are currently working to assemble a new structure in its place. This project is expected to be completed in 
mid-October.  
Mr. Welliver also reported that repairs on water fountains are also taking place. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:46PM, motion by Dustin Drew, second by Tom Knights. The motion carried. 
The next meeting will be held on October 21st, 2025. 

 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
 
Colleen Rhodes 


