
 

 

 

BUTLER COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION 

ADVISORY COMMISSION 

May 20, 2025 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 Lisa Campbell, Rotary AM 

Denton Zeronas, Slippery Rock Borough 
 Commissioner, Leslie Osche, Rotary PM 
 Dave Blair, Cranberry Township 
 Dustin Drew, Moraine, and McConnell’s Mills 
 Brian Perry, Adam’s Township 
 Jennifer Rottman, Eau Claire 
 Lance Welliver, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Director 
 Ashley Helmstaedter, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Assistant Director 
 Braden MacBeth, Butler County Parks and Recreation, Program Manager 
 Perry Latimer, Experience Butler County 
 Chris Zeigler, Butler Freeport Trail 
 Jessica Pierce, DCNR 
 Tom Knights, Butler Township 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00pm. There was a quorum present. President of the park advisory board, Lisa 
Campbell, conducted the meeting by asking if anyone would motion for the approval of the April 15, 2025, meeting 
minutes. 
 
MINUTES 
The February meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. Motion by Perry Latimer, second by Chris Zeigler. Motion 
carried. 
 
 
REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Perry Latimer – Ms. Latimer reported that she was in Tulsa for a PA Sports meeting. Butler County will be working 
towards Pittsburgh Flying Disc Tournament for 2026. Jeep fest is coming back to Butler weekend of Friday June 13, 2025, 
same as the US Open.  Experience Butler County hosted its Toast to Tourism at the White Barn in Prospect PA with the 
new director Amy Pack.  
 
Jennifer Rottman – Ms. Rottman reported that Eau Clair Borough is hosting a weekly food giveaway with the Greater 
Pittsburgh Food Bank for Moniteau School. 
 
Chris Ziegler – Ms. Ziegler reported 100 trees had to be cleared after storms. Ms. Ziegler also reported the railroad needs 
to be replaced and the trail extension has been completed, connecting Buffalo Township to Three Rivers Trail. 
 
Tom Knights – Mr. Knights reported that it is construction season. He reported the Guys Who Grill event was a success, 
contest winners were Jake Friel and Brian Mc? 
 
Commissioner Osche – The Commissioner reported Guys who Grill event was a success.  The Commissioner also 
reported on an application for Diamond Park renovations through DCED Greenways.  The Commissioner reported the 
Cultural District is teaming up with Top Dog Marketing to showcase assets in the city.  She also reported on America 250! 
an art event coming in 2026. 
 
Dave Blair – Its Cranberry Waterpark Season! Mr. Blair reported the splashpad will be open for the 2025 pool season. 
Cranberry Township has started with the Local Park Renovation Grant in purchasing and install. Dave is working the 
Armstrong Group for the Great Lawn project as well as a Farmer’s Market Town Square with added music, beverages, and 



 

 

market sales. Memorial Day will host a BBQ Bash and possible visit by a Blackhawk. Mr. Blair announced the proposal of 
new turf baseball fields possible in 2026 with local high school division assistance.  
 
Brian Perry-  Mr. Perry reported that they will begin paving the municipal park building and HVAC repairs in the upcoming 
months.  Mr. Reported with the weather and driving incident there has been two signs needing repairs at the park which 
they will turn into an information booth area. Splash pad looking to open in the coming days if the weather cooperates 
and Mr. Perry has worked an agreement to offer youth basketball leagues and clinics this summer.  
 
Denton Zeronas-  Mr. Zeronas reported the mother and Son carnival was a great event and will be hosting spring and 
summer soccer till the end of June.  Play safe Adventure Camp will begin in the summer. Mr. Zeronas mentioned the 
working on the completion of the DCED grant for the playground with drainage. As well as Slippery Rock Park and 
Recreation will be hosting a dedication for past park director Mary Messer on Tuesday, May 27 at 5:30pm dedication on 
the walking trail.  
 
Lisa Campbell-  Ms. Campbell reported the Sips N the City was still a nice event for butler on main street even though 
attendance was lower this year. BC3 is hosting Hope is Dope at Diamond Park, July 17, 2025.  
 
 
THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR –  
Mr. Welliver reported attending the Military Ball for Butler Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps to recognize the highest 
volunteer hours at Alameda Park, Jovie Oxford. Butler JROTC volunteers are all our spring and fall events and these 
events would not be possible without their help.  
 
Mr. Welliver reported Dick Musko reaching out to the park department to coordinate a splash pad located in the City of 
Butler and how to proceed for future.  
 
Mr. Welliver reported BC3 field use has increased with the repairs at Pullman Park. Baseball, kickball, and Butler County 
Co-ed Softball league will be playing on the field this year.  
 
Mr. Welliver reported the first of many bike races hosted at Alameda Park the 3.6.9 race that participants ride for 9 hours 
and had around 75 participants.  
 
Mr. Welliver reported the start up of pool season, thank you to maintenance team and pool staff for getting everything up 
and running. There were repairs to electrical, lighting, umbrellas and lifeguard stands.  
 
Mr. Welliver reported the possibility of having to send the electrical bid for the lower Alameda Park, installation of new 
playground equipment in the playground area, the replacement of the Jaycee Shelter in August 2025 and repairs to the 
road sign off New Castle Road due to vehicle incident.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The park director reported working on DCED applications for Diamond Park, Butler County parks, Connoquenessing Park 
for a new paved trail connection, Evans City Borough for the pool area.  
 
Mr. Welliver reported working on current DCNR grants for Emily Britian playground install, Connoquenessing playground 
equipment, Marion Township playground and finishing the grant for County of Butler CXT installations.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Braden MacBeth- Mr. MacBeth shared his program report. Braden reported hosting our first adapted Easter Egg hunt and 
looking to offer more adapted programs in the future. Some of the programs reported were community trunk sale, Safe 
Sitter babysitting courses, disc golf, PICA try it biking event. Coming events include Mountain Bike Skills events here at 
Alameda, Soccer Shots, Fitness, Drum Circle and much more. Braden reported hosting lifeguarding course and Inservice 
for all seasonal staff coming over the next few weeks.   
 
Open discussion with Jessica Pierce PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry. Ms. Pierce accompanied our meeting to discuss the 
possible timber and invasive species in Alameda Park. Some of the discussion included phasing, prioritizing areas, 
damage, and repairs to existing paths in the park area, as well as if there is a strong need to complete the timber at this 
point.  
 



 

 

Motion by Denton Zeronas to prioritize areas of need in Alameda Park, focusing on invasive species management and 
tree health restoration, while also developing a tree management plan and incorporating these priorities into the Butler 
County Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Plan. Second by Brian Perry. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to nominate Jennifer Rottman to the Butler County Parks Advisory Board as an At Large Representative.  
Motion by Brian Perry, second by Perry Latimer. Motion carried.  
 
 
CAPITAL ITEMS 
No report currently. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:19PM, motion by Dave Blair, second by Brian Perry. The Next Meeting will be held June 
17, 2025. 

 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
Ashley Helmstaedter 


